Herpes simplex hepatitis with chronic cholestasis in a newborn.
In the case of the central nervous system or hepatic involvement, the prognosis of neonatal herpes simplex infection remains poor, despite antiviral drugs, presumably effective if given early. We report the case of a neonate with herpes simplex hepatitis, where the course of the illness was unusual with chronic, ultimately fatal, cholestasis. The treatment was not effective, because its administration was delayed, because of high infant C reactive protein level and the absence of clinical maternal genital infection, and because it was interrupted due to misleading information: clinical improvement, negative viral tests and raised herpes IgG antibody titer.